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2 March 1986
MGF-005-86

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadcast Information Service
THROUGH: Chief, Operations Group

SUBJECT: Monthly Report--Gulf Bureau--February 1986

I. OPERATIONS
A. Editorial/Monitorial

1. Following a month-long open speaker watch on Aden radio and
expanded bureau coverage of Yemen media as a result of the 13
January power struggle and change in party and government
leadership in the PDRY, on 13 February Gulf Bureau stood down
from the watch and reverted to normal coverage and operating
hours. The bureau is continuing to closely monitor developments
in the PDRY and checking all known or purported Aden radio
frequencies. Aden radio is now broadcasting on a regular
schedule, following a pattern virtually identical to that prior
to 13 January. However, Aden VOP in Arabic, which was carried
at 1820 GMT daily prior to 13 January, has not been aired since
12 January.

2. On the morning of 10 February Tehran IRNA in English,
monitored by London Bureau, and Tehran Domestic Service in
Persian, monitored by Gulf Bureau both announced the launching
of a new offensive (Val-Fajr-8) against Iraq in the Faw region.
On 25 February a second offensive (Val-Fajr-9) was announced.
Gulf has filed numerous FYI's and announcements on the fighting,
as well as related reports on developments in these latest
offensives. Various Iranian regional radios have been on open
speaker watch, with Ahvaz providing a number of unique, unscheduled
appeals in Arabic to Iraqi soldiers to surrender, as well as its
own reports from the battlefronts. Iranian television has been
received on several occasions since the offensive began, with
some scenes of the battle areas videotaped.

B. Special Services

1. At the request of Liaison § Requirements Branch, several hours
of recordings of newscasts and commentaries monitored from Aden
and Sanaa radios were prepared on cassette tapes and mailed to
them.

2. On 27 February, at the request of MOD, the bureau forwarded

to headquarters via commercial courier a videotape of the 25
February 1600 GMT newscast of Tehran Television Service in Persian,
which contained several filmed reports on the latest war operations.
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C. Technical

A television antenna study was carried out by the Bureau engineer
with a view to possible replacement of the all-band antenna with
antennas designed for specific bands. Hi-band VHF and lo-band
UHF antennas were used in the experiment. The new antennas did
little to increase monitorability but provided clearer video and
crisper audio from stations received on the all-band antenna.
The new antennas also made it possible to receive Baghdad at
times of day when it had not been possible before by eliminating
cochannel interference from UAE. It has been decided to install
a stacked array of hi-band VHF and lo-band UHF antennas with a
single rotator for the Persian section and a hi-band VHF antenna
with rotator for the Arabic section. These will replace the
bureau's all-band antenna and shared use of the house antenna.

II. ADMINISTRATION STAT

Personnel

1. \ \wife of Arabic Section chief STAT

gave birth on 6 February to a baby girl, their second child. STAT

2. Arabic monitor‘ and Persian monitor STAT
received PSI's on 2 February. STAT

3. Arabic/Kurdish monitor resigned effective 1 STAT

March. With his resignation, Gulf Bureau loses its Kurdish
monitoring capability.

ITI. VISITS
To the Bureau

1. \ \Headquarters safety officer, 20 February, ' STAT
for an inspection of the bureau and to assist the bureau engineer
with work on the fire alarm system.

2. Alfred Stettner, DOD telecommunications analyst, 24 February,
for a briefing on bureau operations and discussion of requirements.

STAT

Chief, Gulf Bureau

ATT: Production Report
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